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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a service that corresponds to 
content-certified mail in an electronic mail system. 
SOLUTION: This content-certified electronic mail method includes an 
electronic mail receiving step (140) that receives an electronic mail 
and a content- certified transmitting step (1 42 to 1 58) which 
guarantees the identity of the originator of a received electronic mail, 
a receiving time and content and transmits the received electronic 
mail to the transfer destination of the received electronic mail. The 
content-certified transmitting step enciphers a received mail with the 
secret key of an operator of the electronic mail device (150) and can 
include a step that allows the operator of the electronic mail device 
to transmit the mail as an originator to the transfer destination 
included in the received mail. Preferably, it further includes a return 
step (164) in which a transmitter also returns an electronic mail that 
has the same content as the electronic mail sent to the transfer 
destination to the originator. Both a storage medium that stores a 
program to accomplish the same purpose and a device are open to 
the public. 
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